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ABSTRACT 

 

While many studies have focused on the financial situation of professional 

team sports, little attention has been paid by research to individual sports from 

an economic point of view. The aim of this article is to provide some initial data 

on the cost of access to tennis in different countries in the world. It is hoped 

that these figures will assist in providing a better understanding of the 

participation landscape worldwide in order to design and deliver the 

appropriate development policies needed by the end users. 
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INTRODUCTION 

In the past, tennis used to be considered as a sport available 

only for the wealthy people (Barget, 2006). However, this 

situation is gradually changing and our sport is becoming more 

and more accessible to people from different social classes; 

however, it has still been shown that over 79% of the countries 

where tennis is prevalent are considered to be more 

economically developed (Martin 2015).  

 

The ITF recently presented the results of its Tennis Participation 

Survey which included data from 190 out of the 210 ITF 

member nations. The most relevant figures from this Survey are 

included in figure 1. 

 

 
 

Following up on this data, the aim of this article is to provide 

an insight on the accessibility of tennis in different countries in 

the world. Our hypothesis is that accessibility to tennis is not 

the same all over the world. Even though this statement may 

seem obvious, to date there has been no research studying this 

issue, and this is an issue which could help drive participation 

in tennis worldwide. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

In order to better understand the accessibility to tennis, the 

following variables were identified as important measures: cost 

of a tennis racquet; cost of renting a tennis court (1 hr); and, 

average cost of a 1 hr lesson with a tennis coach. To expose the 

disparity of costs of playing tennis, it is hoped that the data will 

show how big a part of the average monthly income of citizens 

of different countries is needed to pay for the mentioned 

variables. 

 

All the costs of tennis participation are compared to the 

average monthly income in (USD) in the selected countries of 

the sample. 

 

This approach allows us to show the amount in percentage of 

the monthly income that people need to buy a tennis racquet, 

rent a tennis court or receive a lesson with a tennis coach once 

a week. Data was collected from 21 countries from all around 

the world. These countries provided different macro-level 

economic, social and cultural features such as: economic 

welfare, population, geographic and climatic circumstances (De 

Bosscher, 2003). All the costs were estimated according to the 

data provided by local tennis experts, feedback from facebook 

tennis groups, a survey from the website “numbeo.com” and 
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top “google.com” searches. Table 2 includes the list of the 

countries in the sample: 

 

 
 

RESULTS 

The results of the study will be presented attending to the 

different variables identified: cost of racquets, cost of renting a 

tennis court and cost of one-hour lesson with a coach 

 

Racquets 

Two popular racquet models were chosen for our study. The 

first one was a Prince racquet for kids, the “Prince Tour 23”, 

available for approximately 33$ all around the world. The 

second one was the “Babolat Pure Aero”, which is a well know 

model among both amateur and high-performance players. 

The cost of this racquet oscillates at around 200$ worldwide. 

 

 
 

Figure 1 shows the amount of the monthly income that citizens 

of the chosen country needed to use to pay for the racquet. 

Usually more developed countries have higher average 

monthly income, so the relative cost of tennis rackets is lower. 

In the case of less developed countries, the relative cost is 

higher. Citizens of Ghana and Egypt need to contribute almost 

120% of their net monthly income to afford a “Babolat Pure 

Aero”. On the other hand, in Sweden, United Kingdom, Japan, 

Australia, USA and Canada, people needed to spent less than 

10% of their income for the same racquet. “Prince Tour 23” is a 

racquet for kids and because of its lower price, it is more 

affordable. The main objective here was to make tennis 

aficionados aware that tennis equipment is not at the same 

level of accessibility in every country and the differences are 

big. 

 

Renting a tennis court 

The cost of renting a tennis court depends on several factors. 

The main one is the demand, understood as the ratio of 

available tennis courts in a given country to the number of 

active players. The higher the demand, the higher the price. 

Another factor is the weather; in some countries like Poland for 

example, weather conditions allow for playing outdoors for half 

of the year. Usually renting of indoor courts is considerably 

more expensive than renting outdoor ones. In more developed 

countries the wages are higher, but so the costs of living; 

therefore, tennis court rental is more expensive too. 

 

 
 

 
 

Figure 2 shows the amount of monthly income tennis players 

in different countries use in renting a court once a week for a 

month. Ghana, Russia and Brazil are the countries where 

renting tennis courts is the most expensive. Citizens in those 

countries need to contribute over 19% of their monthly income 

to afford to play tennis regularly. The cheapest tennis court 

rentals are in United Kingdom, South Africa, Japan, Australia 

and Trinidad& Tobago. Citizens of those countries need to 

spend less then 2.5% of their income to play tennis weekly. 

 

One-hour individual lesson with a coach 

The main factors that influence the price of an individual tennis 

lesson with a coach arethe qualification and experience of the 

coach. Another relevant factor is the competition among 

coaches. The higher is the number of available coaches the 

lower the price is. The economic development of the nation 
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also influences the cost of a tennis lesson. Higher wages mean 

that tennis coaches also earn more, so that the price of tennis 

lesson will be higher. 

 

Figure 3 shows the amount of the monthly income tennis 

players in different countries need to allocate to play tennis 

with a coach regularly once a week for a whole month. Citizens 

of Egypt, Ghana, Guatemala and Brazil need to spend over 25% 

of their net monthly income on an individual tennis lesson with 

a coach. Japan offers the cheapest tennis lessons with the cost 

being around 3% of the monthly income contribution. 

 

 
 

SUMMARY 

The costs of tennis in some countries are higher than in others. 

Sport participation is positively associated with household 

income (Farrell & Shields, 2002), and this is why western 

success in professional tennis is closely correlated with 

aggregated income in the country (Griginov, 2007). In poorer 

countries, fewer people can afford to buy equipment and pay 

for tennis court hire or lessons with a coach. What is more is 

that these countries have fewer sports facilities and less money 

for development. Because of these facts, participation in tennis 

in those countries is lower. Consequently, those countries are 

not able to produce as many professional players as the 

wealthier ones. For this reason it is crucial to support 

participation in less developed regions, through programmes 

such as the ITF Development and Coaching programmes, ITF 

Training Centers and the Junior Tennis Initiative 
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